Report on Cambridge Trees:
Policy, Practice, Impacts & tfopning

(What the City Data Tells Us)

\ Cc;‘oling Impaét of Existing Tree Ca r?o.py

I N "

Suzanne Blier
9.29.2024




A Cambridge City Council panel’s proposal would
legalize six-story buildings. Everywhere.

The proposal would be one of the most ambitious rezonings of any US city

By Andrew Brinker Globe Staff, Updated May 15, 2024, 5:42 a.m.
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UPZONING

Citywide residential (as of right)
6 stories (75 feet) as of right
Up to property lineTsides & back
(15 feet in front)
No design Review
AHO will now go above this.
Corridors
11-13 stories (as of right)
AHO will nowgo higher
30% open spacer but
Roofs & decksmay count as open space
No minimal dimensions of open space
-2 feet here, a 14foot sliver
Little sunlight T little green, many fewer trees
Impact on neighbors
Adjacent gardens
Sunlight
Plus
Infrastructure issues/planning
-Arlington, VA lawsuit
Parking & Traffic



2024 Citywide Upzoning Proposal

Statement of purpose for the first petition (5 votes):

Petition: To amend the Zoning Map and Articles 2.000, 3.000, 4.000, 5.000, 6.000, 7.000,
8.000, 10.000, 11.000, 13.000, 14.000,

16.000, 17.000, 20.000, and 21.000 of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance as follows with the
intent of:

(1) removing zoning districts that are intended to permit single-family or two-family but not
multifamily residences;

(2) permitting multifamily and townhouse residences as-of-right in all zoning districts
except Open Space and removing special requirements applicable to multifamily and
townhouse residences;

(3) removing dimensional requirements including minimum lot width and area and
minimum lot area per dwelling unit, removing floor area ratio (FAR) limitations for
residences, reducing minimum yard requirements for residences, and increasing height
limitations for residences to permit at least six stories above grade in all districts except
Open Space to allow for additional housing units beyond what is permitted under current
zoning;

(4) removing remaining references to minimum parking requirements; and

(5) revising other parts of the Zoning Ordinance for internal consistency.



Proposed Citywide Upzoning Plan

Here's the statement of purpose for the second petition (6 votes):

Petition: To amend Articles 5.000, 11.000, 15.000, 17.000, 19.000, and 20.000 of the
Cambridge

Zoning Ordinance as follows with the intent of:

(1) revising open space standards to provide greater flexibility by allowing all types of open
space to contribute to meeting requirements;

(2) revising certain standards of the Affordable Housing Overlay so they are not more
restrictive than comparable standards for residences in base zoning;

(3) making project review special permit requirements applicable in all zoning districts and
applicable to residential development of 75,000 square feet or more;

(4) updating advisory development review procedures and introducing a new Planning
Board Advisory Consultation for some larger development not subject to a special

permit, similar to what is currently required in the Affordable Housing Overlay; and

(5) revising other parts of the Zoning Ordinance for internal consistency.

one particular unit/apartment, and there is no requirement that any open space be
provided for every inhabitant, whether it's available to everybody or just a select few (like,
for example, a balcony accessible to only one apartment).



"No Rules Zoning": One Architect's View of Demolishing Three Current With Up_zoning
Family Homes to Build Larger Structures With and Without Review

9/15/2024 0 Comments

6 Story View from Park

A Cambridge based architect has sent us sketches of the possibilities in play for the proposed citywide up-zoning allowing
Sketch # 6 (below) is six-story building, with no setbacks and no design overview. What we see is a box-like structure for 60

small (c.650 SF) apartments but with significant impacts on the neighborhood in which it is built (NOT
RECOMMENDED).

more market-rate housing. This person has designed a number of multi-family housing units in the area and is a supporter
of form-based design with specified criteria. In this professional’s view, if done right, and if certain criteria are met, the
results could potentially be OK or even positive. In this architect’s view, maintaining a maximum 4 stories in height, with
some setbacks, and requiring BZA or other oversight are critical to the success these new structures.
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Somerville Zoning: Form-Based Plan

Image Sources: Left - Somerville Zoning Ordinance: HERE and Right - City of Cambridge: HERE




CAMBRIDGE CITY DATA

Percentage of Housing Starts for Multifamily Housing and
Multifamily VS Single Family by Neighborhood

Percentage Of Building Permits For Multifamily Housi... Percentage Of Building Permits For Multifamily Vs Si... Ne 10 hborhoods

£ Percentage of Multifamily Building Permits by E3 Neighborhood £ Percentage by E3 Neighborhood for [l] Multifamily Building Permits (%) and M atter
Single Family Building Permits (%)

Often both

ﬁ 1 tree & green
I II | | | I Space impacts
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PURPLE CHART (Left): shows the neighborhoods with the greatest number of multifamily housing starts are Cambridgeport,
MIT, North Cambridge and Riverside. PURPLE AND ORANGE CHART (right)L shows the neighborhood differences between

multifamily and single-family housing starts. The largest number of single-family housing starts are in Cambridge Highlands, ChatGPT
Strawberry Hill, followed by West Cambridge. Both charts appear to reflect differentials in available housing & property values. @



COUNTING TREE NUMBERS IN CAMBRIDGE

The number of trees owned privately in Cambridge, Massachusetts is not
included in the city's tree inventory. The city's inventory includes:

e 13,497 street trees @ ChatGPT

o 4,376 park trees

e 1,222 trees at public schools, city buildings, and other locations ¢

The city's tree inventory does not include trees on private property. However,
Cambridge is home to 80,000 trees in total, which provide shade and comfort
to 120,000 residents across 4,500 acres. @ | i

TOTALS
A 19,095 City Trees

A 60,095 Private or Institutional Trees

City sees this a 2/3 of residents get a tree (but incorrect).



25 stories

12 stories

Potentially Massive Neighborhood, Environmental, and Infrastructure Impacts & Liketglncrease Housing Costs
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Tree ID Tree Well ID Trunks

39102930236) 203 203
197066684267) 465 485
172948730517) 600 600
32647307268) 646 646
322655674255) 691 691
330214161676) ‘ 1386 1,386
332289480255) 1544 1,544
32538241739) 1622 1,622
3639442933555) 1949 1,949
7522870671295) 1976 1,976
31492809577) 2282 2,282
)02063595584) 2569 2,569
368266247468) 2791 2,791
329240616246) 2910 2,910
26114198404) ‘ 3008 3,008
184241449585) 3013 3,013
183969452851) 3085 3,085
301875745776) ‘ 3399 3,399
3971740604775) 3611 3,611
5222210518485) 3815 3,815
576433182478) 4005 4,005
1960446123976) 4034 4,034
28949339887) 4081 4,081
393877737538) 4426 4,426
3864781938416) ‘ 4503 4,503
1925364511346) 5177 5,177
7010332132146) ‘ 5444 5,444
310169117535) 5624 5,624
196261768206) 5945 5,945
18475505994) 6440 6,440
3202125973166) 6718 6,718
1960459290305) ‘ 6722 6,722
15573186173) 7596 7,596
105595529872) 8073 8,073
31877458769) 8439 8,439
7529271507365) 8516 8,516
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Species

12/18/2018 12:00:00 AM
parvifolia Elm

palustris Qak
06/18/2018 12:00:00 AM
Elm

Elm

Maple
calleryana Pear
Apple

04/11/2019 12:00:00 AM
05/29/2018 12:00:00 AM

pennsylvanica Ash

palustris Qak

palustris Qak

occidentalis  Elm
12/10/2019 12:00:00 AM
Honeylocust
07/22/2019 12:00:00 AM
07/22/2019 12:00:00 AM
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Huron Ave
Leonard Ave
Aberdeen Ave
Meadow Way
Larchwood Dr
Sixth St

Alewife Brook Pkwy
Fresh Pond Pkwy
Hollis St
Massachusetts Ave
Copley St

Reed St
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City Data on Street Trees

ChatGPT

© Data city on Street_Trees
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rees
oots Genus Cartegra_1 Scientific creator inspectr  Order_ PlantingCo WateringF
Survey1 DLefcourt
07/27/2021 12:00:00 AM Steve DLefcourt
Michelle  Michelle
12/19/2018 12:00:00 AM Michelle SSheehy
Chinese eim Ulmus Ulmus parvifolia Michelle  LCiesielski Rosales
Pin oak Quercus Quercus palustris Paul LGilbert  Fagales
Steve Steve
Steve LCiesielski
06/18/2018 12:00:00 AM Steve SSheehy
EIm genus Ulmus Ulmus sp Steve LGilbert  Rosales
Michelle  DLefcourt
EIm genus Ulmus Ulmus sp Steve LCiesielski Rosales
Hedge maple Acer Acer campestre Steve Steve
Steve SSheehy
Callery pear Pyrus Pyrus calleryana Steve LGiesielski Rosales
Steve DLefcourt
crabapple Malus Malus sp Michelle  Michelle
01/07/2021 12:00:00 AM Steve SSheehy
04/11/2019 12:00:00 AM Steve SSheehy
05/28/2018 12:00:00 AM Michelle  DLefcourt
02/02/2023 12:00:00 AM Michelle  DLefcourt
Paul DLefcourt
Green ash Fraxinus Fraxinus pennsylvanica Steve Dlefcourt ' Scrophulariales
Pin oak Quercus Quercus palustris Michelle LClesielski Fagales
Michelle  SSheehy
Dlefcourt  DLefcourt
Steve DLefcourt
Michelle  LCiesielski
Michelle LGilbert
Pin oak Quercus Quercus palustris Steve Steve Fagales
Steve DLefcourt
Common hackberry Celtis Cetis occidentalis Michelle  LCiesielski Rosales
09/14/2021 12:00:00 AM GHerbert  DLefcourt
Gleditsia Survey1 DLefcourt
07/22/2019 12:00:00 AM SGeorge  Dlefcourt
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Street Tree Site Types Across Cambridge, MA ¥
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Street Tree Site Types Across Cambridge, MA
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Top 10 Most Common Tree Locations in Cambridge, MA
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BELOW: AGES OF STREET/PARK TREES BELOW: STREET/PARK TREE DIAMETERS
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Tree Locations Based on Age Ranges Across Cambridge, MA

@® 0-10 years
® 11-20years
® 21-30years

31-50 years
50+ years
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Retired Tree Locations Across Cambridge, MA
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Planting Sites and Proposed Tree Locations Across Cambridge, MA
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